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INTERVIEWEE: Theresa E. Reilly 
INTERVIEWER: Kenneth R. Reilly 


INTERVIEWER: Good afternoon. My name is Kenneth Reilly and I'm an 
Oral History student at the Joliet Junior College on this afternoon of 
May 28, 1976 -- a cold rainy afternoon at that. I'm at the apartment 
of Mrs. William J. Reilly of 102 Stryker Avenue in Joliet, Illinois, 


known as Adlai Stevenson II Gardens. 


INTERVIEWER: Mrs. Theresa E. Reilly and I have been friends for many 
years. You see, she is my mother. Mrs. Reilly was born Theresa E. Meyer 
on December 1, 1902. She sad her three brothers were educated in the 
Joliet parochial grade school system, and Mrs. Reilly graduated from 
Providence High School in 1920. She also attended one year of commercial 
business courses in the Joliet Providence High School. Mrs. Reilly was 
married to the late William J. Reilly on June 15, 1926. She has three 
children and eleven grandchildren. Mr. Reilly passed away on June 17, 
1973. Mother, I'm going to ask you to talk something about the early 
days, even before you were born, and something about your parents -- 


where they came from and their early background. 


REILLY: Well, as Ken said, I was born on December 1, 1902, at 213 Chase 
Avenue. My father was John Meyer and my mother was Nettie Schroll Meyer. 
My father was born in Lemont. His father was also John Meyer, and his 
family -- one child -- lived in Chicago. He was a stonemason and worked on 
a number of buildings in Chicago, among them the Pullman Building. One 
weekend they went to visit friends in Lemont and that's when the Chicago 


fire started. He said that you could see the red skies all the way to 
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Lemont and after the fire he went back home and he couldn't even find 
his home. It was on Blackhawk Street and everything was burned out and 
he said it was impossible to find the place where his home was on. So 
he came back to Lemont and made his home there on a farm and then he got 
_ working for an express company there. And that's where my father and 
the rest of his children were born. My mother was born near Greenleaf, 


Kansas. Her parents homesteaded in Kansas around 1865. 


INTERVIEWER: That kind of takes care of the early background. What about 
yourself? What can you recall from your early childhood, and then we'll 


take it from there. 


REILLY: One of the main things that I remember was my mother telling 
about the big flood a few months before I was born in June, 1902. She 
said that a number of people were killed in the flood and that it didn't 
bother them too much where they lived, but when my father went to go to 
work at the "J" he was unable to get through. So he had a couple of 


days off. 

INTERVIEWER:. Well, that was unusual in those days to get any days off. 
REILLY: You bet it was. 

INTERVIEWER: Did Grandpa work long hours? 


REILLY: Yes, he worked at least 10 hours every day and usually Saturdays 
and then in those days they used to call him out whenever they needed 
somebody to work on i emergency. They had what were called "call boys" 
since we didn't have telephones in those days, and these men would come 


and bang on your door in the middle of the night or maybe you're just 
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ready to go out to a picnic or something--and that happened a number of 
times. We'd be all dressed up and ready to go and this man would come 


and my father would have to go to work. 


INTERVIEWER: When you were growing up and going to school, what in those 
days did they have for entertainment for the young children and the 


younger people? 


REILLY: Well, most of them didn't have entertainment. They made their 
own entertainment. We did a lot of skating. Roller skating was very 
popular, and everybody skated--boys and girls. We played baseball. Most 
of the boys and girls all played together. We played games like "Run, 
Sheep, Run" and "Red Light", "Statue", ball and jacks. Speaking of ball 
and jacks, we had a great place to play in front of our house which was 
at that time 412 Clay Street because there was a big stepping stone in 
front which was used to step out of a buggy or a wagon and it was raised 
about a foot and a half so it was more convenient and we sat on that and 
played ball and jacks. Then we played cops and robbers. We went on 
picnics to Dellwood and we went to Richards Street. They had picnics and 
fireworks and baseball games, sometimes soccer. So we seemed to find 


plenty to do. 


INTERVIEWER: If I can remember correctly, I thought I remember you say- 


ing something about the old medicine shows. Did they have them in Joliet? 
REILLY: They sure did, half a block from us up at the corner. 
INTERVIEWER: Would that be where Meadow Gold Dairy is now? 


REILLY: The Meadow Gold Dairy keeps their trucks there. They'd come 
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usually in the spring and they'd put a platform up and everybody would 
get around the platform and they'd have some performers there and they'd 
put on some shows and maybe dance and have a lot of jokes. Then they'd 
start selling the medicine which was supposed to cure most anything. 
There was a man in the show that everybody liked. His name was Mike and 
he used to tell a lot of jokes and kid with the people and everybody 
liked him so well. And I saw not long ago in the paper where a man died 
whose name was Michael something and they said he used to be around in 


the medicine shows and I wondered if that would be him. 


INTERVIEWER: My goodness, ‘it sounds like it could be the same person. 

I was reading in one of the earlier magazines and pamphlets trying to 
gather material for this that Joliet seemed to have an awful lot of fires 
in the early 1900's. Do you recall any of them or any of the events 


about any of them? 


REILLY: Well, I can remember Crystal Stairs, I think, was about the 
first one I remember. I didn't see it because it was in the middle of 
the night, but we saw it the next day. It wes bitter cold and it was 
covered with ice and icicles and I thought it looked like a fairy palace. 
It was, I thought, beautiful but I was only a child at the time. It 
certainly looked pretty to me. Then there was Barrett's and the Boston 
Store and a number of other fires, but I didn't see those. But I did see 
another fire that I Sanat was terrible and that was Strutzel's Garage 
on the south side of Cass Street near Arch Court. We were coming out of 
school at St. Mary's Academy which was later Providence High School, and 
it was chy EE o'clock in the afternoon. There was all kinds of 


explosions. And there was a number of people killed. This was about 
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1916 and we walked right by it and I remember how terrible it was and 


how frightened we were when we went by. 


INTERVIEWER: That must have been some experience. You mentioned that 
St. Mary's Academy and Providence High School were associated or were 


they one in the same? 


REILLY: No, St. Mary's Academy was run by the Ladies of Loretto, but 
they left Joliet and then the Sisters of Providence took over in 1918. 
So I had two years with the Ladies of Loretta at St. Mary's Academy and 
then two years and I also graduated from the Sisters of Providence. 
Then after that I went back and took a commercial course. Do you want 


something about a few of the old theaters? 


INTERVIEWER: Well, I was wondering about the Crystal Stairs Theater. 
I've heard so many people talking about it. Do you know exactly when 
that fire was? I think I saw something around the first part of 1915. 


I think it was January in 1915. Does that ring a bell with you at all? 


REILLY: Like I told you, I saw it afterwards. I remember the theater 
and we went to it and you went upstairs. It was in the D'Arcy Building. 
You went upstairs and the stairway was all glass and they had colored 


lights under the glass and water running down and it was quite a thrill 


walking up there. And them some of the old movies . .. no, they weren't 


movies at the theater. They just had pictures and we'd watch the pic- 
tures flip and then they'd have some quotations--whatever the people 
were supposed to be saying, you know, in the pictures. They'd have it 


written down below the picture. 


INTERVIEWER: Were they something like the ones I can remember when we 
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used to go to carnivals? You'd put a nickel in the machine and you'd 


VOVTe Ta 182 


REILLY: That's probably about what they'd be like. I don't think I've 
seen any but I imagine that would be about it. Then later on they had 

- movies Beever Saturday they had serials at the Princess and that was 
something. They never stopped the serial without having you hanging on 
a cliff or something. That's the way they'd end every one so you'd be 
sure to come back for the next time. And I remember Ruth Roland was one 
that was good and they had Tom Mix and Pearl White and Marguerite Clark, 
Billy Burke who was Florence Ziegfield's wife and Hoot Gibson, William 
Farnum, who was my favorite, Charlie Chaplin and Mabel Norman . They 
had a Joliet Opera House where I got my first taste of the theater. A 
neighbor took me to see several shows for children and one was Peck's 
Bad Boy and the other one was Uncle Tom's Cabin. And then a year after 
I got to see Uncle Tom's Cabin again and I really liked that. I took a 
long time trying to figure out if Eva really got to heaven or not. 


(LAUGHTER) I really thought she had made it. 


INTERVIEWER: There was something else that came along in your lifetime 
around 1916, 1917 which we all know was the beginning of World War I. 
What do you recall about that particular era and the happenings and the 


morale of the people and things of that nature? 


REILLY: Well, mostly I can remember brown bread. I swore I'd never eat 
brown bread again after the war because whenever you bought flour you 
got a little bit of white flour and had to take a percentage of brown 
flour. So my mother used to mix it. That was the only way you could 


get enough bread for the family so everybody was the same way. They all 
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had brown bread and you got so sick of it. Then you got very little 
Sugar and fat so it was hard, but we here told it was for the boys so 
most everybody went along with it, but after my husband got home he said 
that they never had any sugar and what he hated was the rice they gave 
him for breakfast with syrup over it and he never would eat rice after 
that. Herbert Hoover was in charge of distribution of food, so we called 


it "Hooverizing", doing without certain foods. 
INTERVIEWER: At that time, though, you never met Father. 


REILLY: No, I never met him until a couple of years afterwards. He 


enlisted when he was only 17. 


INTERVIEWER: How did you get news? Was it the HERALD NEWS or HERALD 
EXAMINER or what? 


REILLY: No. The HERALD NEWS was a continuation, just a change in the 
name. It started out at as JULIET COURIER, April 20, 1839, JOLIET SIGNAL, 
1843; TRUE DEMOCRAT, 1847; JOLIET REPUBLICAN, 1862; JOLIET RECORD, 1870, 
JOLIET SUN, 1872; JOLIET NEWS, 1877; JOLIET HERALD, 1904; JOLIET HERALD 
NEWS and now HERALD NEWS. I suppose you are wondering how I know this, 
but I recently was looking through an old paper which had this informa- 


tion. 


INTERVIEWER: You mentioned something that I want to go back a bit with 


about Grampa and the boys to get the baseball scores. 


REILLY: Yes, that's when the HERALD NEWS was next to the No. 1 Fire 
Barn on Ottawa Street across from St. Mary's and they had a big score 


board in front of the second floor windows with a cat walk. There were 
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few telephones in early 1900, so the men would go downtown with sons and 
sometimes daughters and sit ona Tow fence in front of St. Mary's 
Rectory. When men from the HERALD NEWS got scores, they would get out 
on the cat walk and put the scores on the board. So that is how the 


baseball fans got the scores on Sundays and holidays. 


INTERVIEWER: It doesn't sound too exciting just sitting there waiting 


LOLgeL. a Score. 


REILLY: Well, a lot of men were there so I guess they liked it. They 
talked baseball and were friendly. My brother Frank,five years old, 
knew all the players and the men used to ask him questions about the 
players and get a big kick out of it. Whenever a new score went up, there 


were cheers or boos,the same as the ball park. 


INTERVIEWER: There's something else about Joliet... that transition 
from when you were going up from horse-and-buggy to the aubomobile. That 
must have been interesting. Weren't some of the streets set up with 


stones where you could tie up the horses? 


REILLY: Oh yes, in front of our house, as I've said before, they had a 
stepping stone and there was also a post with a ring. Every place the 
sidewalks were high,and that was convenient to step out from the wagon 
or the buggy onto a high sidewalk; and then most all the sidewalks along 
downtown or anyplace had rings in them so you could tie the horses up. 
Then there was the water troughs around on the streets every so often, 


full of water for the horses to get a drink. 


INTERVIEWER: You don't remember much about . . . because I know you 


were the oldest one in the family and you didn't have any brothers going 
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into the service, but do you remember anything about a draft system? 


REILLY: Yes, they had a draft but I think they only went to about 18 
to 21 and by that time the war was over. And, of course, an awful lot 
of men enlisted. The war really didn't go long enough, I think, for 


them to go much further. 


INTERVIEWER: I understand after World War I Joliet really had a tremen- 
dous celebration for the boys when they returned home. Do you remember 


something about that? 


REILLY: Oh, they sure did: I remember the parade and all the soldiers 
and sailors and everybody was in it. It was a great big parade and we 
were all downtown. It was a large crowd and then they had picnics and 
parties and things like that. And then I remember when the war was over 
on November 11. I think that was, to me, a bigger celebration than the 
the one in World War II. I never saw so many people in my life downtown. 
It was just packed--the streets and the sidewalks. And old Kaiser Bill 
~ was burned in effigy. Well, I don't know. We just had a real good 


time. I think everybody showed up down there. It was packed. 


INTERVIEWER: During the war what was the economy like in Joliet? Were 
people working and were things going along rather smoothly during the 


war? 


REILLY: Yes, I think so. My dad was working regular. Of course, he 
always did work pretty regular. He was never off much. But I think 


everything was going all right. 


INTERVIEWER: Yes, let's go ahead a little bit after the war. The men 
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came home and then they had to think about jobs and things of that 


nature. 


REILLY: At that time things weren't so good. It was rather hard to get 
work. I'd say around 1921 or so; that's when I got a job and I was only 
getting $12 a week and I had to go up to Lemont to the American Aluminum 


Manufacturing Co. They did pay our streetcar fare. 
INTERVIEWER: What was your job? Were you a secretary or what? 


REILLY: No, they didn't pay good but you got very good experience there. 
Everybody remarked about that. So I was kind of glad to get in there 
and I started out addressing envelopes and then I got working in the 
credit department and then I finally got in charge of the credit depart- 


ment. I liked that very much, but they sure didn't pay good. 


INTERVIEWER: After that what were some of the other places you worked 


in Joliet? 


REILLY: | worked for the Texas Company in Lockport until I got married. 
Women who got married were not allowed to continue to work for the 
company. I didn't work for a while which was boring and then I got work 


with Peter G. Lennon Wholsesale Grocers. I worked there for four years. 


INTERVIEWER: The Lennons are an interesting family. Weren't they more 


or less a story in themselves with their famous baseball team? 


REILLY: Oh, yes: Joliet really went for baseball and there were many 
good teams. Lennon Bros. was one of them. There were nine brothers so 
there was one for each position on the team. Dellwood Park had a base- 


ball diamond and a grandstand and I remember watching the Lennon Bros. 
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playing there. Garland Buckeye was a Biiver on a Joliet team who signed 
with Cleveland. My husband and I saw him play against the Yankees in 
New York City about 1928. There used to be a baseball diamond and grand- 
stand at Theiler's Park on Broadway, with a high board fence around it. 
Later it was Rivals Park, but now there is a big slide on the property. 
and a miniature golf course. Good Joliet teams played there and occa- 
sionally the Cubs or Sox or some other big league team came down to play 


an exhibition game with one of our teams. 
INTERVIEWER: Was that at Theiler Park? 
REILLY: Yes, at Theiler Park. 


INTERVIEWER: Another thing I was wondering was the old streetcars and 
things of that nature. Say one day you were planning a picnic and were 


going from your house to Dellwood Park. How would you go there? 
REILLY: Oh the streetcar. Everything was streetcar or walk. 
INTERVIEWER: Would they go by the house or nearby the house? 
REILLY: Right up a half a block on Collins Street. 

INTERVIEWER: Right down Collins Street to Dellwood Park. 


REILLY: And if you went in the summertime you could ride on the cars 

that were open. There were no sides on the cars and the seats were all 
the way across. And then there was a step something like the old running- 
boards on automobiles all along the sides of the streetcar and tne 
porornar would walk along there collecting the fares. The streetcars 


marked "Dellwood Park" would go right into the park. The Lockport 
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streetcars also stopped at Dellwood. We'd get off and enter a tunnel’ 


under the road to the park. 
INTERVIEWER: What did Dellwood Park have to offer the public? 


_ REILLY: Well, a lot of things. They had the scenic railway that 
everybody loved and they had a band that played there. They had a won- 
derful dance floor and they had a very good orchestra. It was Hattie 
Sweet that was in charge of the orchestra and she was very good--an 
exceptional pianist. And then they had a real nice recreation place and 
picnic grounds. They had boating and in the wintertime skating. Then 
wnere you got on the scenic railway they had a lot of those big funny 


mirrors where you look so horrid in them. 


INTERVIEWER: Do you remember when Dellwood Park closed and why? Do you 


have any recollection at all? 


REILLY: The streetcar company was the one that built it. And it's a 
funny thing, but just yesterday I was looking through an old paper we 

had from 1900. It was the LEMONT OBSERVER and why we kept it was because 
of the obituary of my great grandfather. So I was looking through that 
and I saw where the Chicago & Joliet suburban railway got the franchise 
and as soon as the frost was out of the ground they were going to build 
the tracks all the way to Chicago and they were going to go from Joliet 
through Lemont to Chicago. And that was then in March, 1900. Now it's 


buses. 


INTERVIEWER: How they've changed. I remember you mentioning, and I was 
looking for material and I didn't actually find a date, but I remember 


you mentioning that you once saw Buffalo Bill when you were right outside 
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of the school, wasn't it? 


REleEtcetae Sserignt and I'm placing 1t about 1912 but I'm not sure if 
that's right, but we were coming out of school, St. Mary's Academy, at 
noon,and the parade was just starting so we stood there and watched it, 
and Buffalo Bill was going by in what looked like a two-wheeled cart to 
me. I'm not sure. It was sort of like those sulkies only in had a 
bigger seat on it. He and another man were sitting in it. They both 
had long hair. I thoughtthe other man was Pawnee Bill but I've never 
been able to prove it. But I know it was Buffalo Bill,and then when 
talking to some of my friends, they also remember it, but they said they 


couldn't remember the year. 


INTERVIEWER: For some of our listeners who might not be too familiar, 
could you tell us where Providence High School or St. Mary's Academy was 


located in Joliet? 


REILLY: On the southwest corner of Cass and Ottawa Street where the 


post office annex is located now. 


INTERVIEWER: I'm very familiar with that, as you know, because that's 
where I work,and right now where Providence High School was is a parking 


lot. That's where we park all the post office vehicles. 


REILLY: And where the building is,is where the grounds were. They had 


grass, benches, trees, and walks. It was like a park. 
INTERVIEWER: It was a playground. 
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INTERVIEWER: Now we're working our way up toward the middle 1925's and 
1926. And 1926, of course, was a big year for you. Maybe we want to 


mention that. And then we'll go on from there. 


REILLY: Well, that was the year we were married and if my husband lived, 
it would have been 50 years this June. June 15, 1926, when we were 
married. On our wedding trip we went to Colorado and we visited Buffalo 
Bill's grave. It's on Lookout Mountain a short distance out of Denver, 


Colorado. 


INTERVIEWER: Dad was in the famous Big Red One First Division during 
World War I and was decorated. Naturally, if he were only here he could 
tell us a lot of stories about what that was like. But to go on from 
there, where did Dad work and what was it like for him earlier after you 


were married? 


REILLY: Well, he worked at the "J" until he got laid off during the 


Depression. 


INTERVIEWER: The point I was trying to bring out was that Dad was ina 
trade that is practically obsolete now. He and also your father were 
blacksmiths at the E.J.&E. Railroad. Grampa Meyer was a foreman at the 
E.J.&£.--not the time that Dad started, though, was he,Mother? He 


became foreman later on. 
REILLY: I think so, yes. 


INTERVIEWER: I thinked he worked at the Number 1 Furnace for many years 


and then Dad served his apprenticeship there. Is that correct? 


REILLY: That's right. Then, of course, the Depression came on. 
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That's when he got laid off. He had a hard time getting jobs. He 
certainly would work if he could. One time he got a job at the Homan 
Soap Company in Chicago and he got $12 a week for four days. And some 
man who worked in Chicago was kind enough to give him a ride up in his 
car to save expenses, but then the Homan Soap Comapny went out of 
business so Bill was out of a job. In Joliet he got work in the WPA 
and it seemed like they were putting sidewalks and things of that type 


in--improvements in the school. 


INTERVIEWER: I can just vaguely remember, but I remember him working at 
Parks School. That was probably around 1938 or so. I can recall that. 
What was the Depression like? Seeing that I was born during the Depres- 
sion, I really don't remember--only what I read. What was it like 
trying to survive--not only for you but for the other people in the 


Joliet area? 


REILLY: Everybody had a hard time of it. My mother and father helped 
us a lot. If it weren't for them I suppose it would have been much 
worse. It was a lot of worry. And still I can't say that it was a bad 
time. We were happy and we had some amusement. We managed to get to a 
show once in a while. It was only about 10¢ at that time. Anda lot 
of times they wouldn't charge for the children. And then we'd go on 
picnics. We did a lot of visiting. People visited an awful lot before 


automobiles got too popular. 


INTERVIEWER: What about the radio? I can remember growing up with 


the radio and the radio era. Was that in your time? 


REILLY: I remember the first ones. One of my brothers had crystal sets. 
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I think he had four or five under the bed. He'd pull one out when he 
got home and had a little time and he'd get it going and he'd get a pro- 
gram on for maybe ten minutes and then it would fade out. Then he 


started working on another set. They never seemed to last very long. 


INTERVIEWER: Which one was that? 


REILLY: Mike. He was crazy about them. Oh, I will have to tell you 
about the first automobile. My uncle used to go in for them and he had 
one that looked like a buggy without a horse on it. We'd get a ride in 
that. He called it "Old Baldy" and we'd go for a ride on Sunday after- 
noon and we'd never make it home without stopping a couple of times. 

We never went on a very far ride either. But we'd always have to get 
out and he played around with it trying to get it going and then you had 


to wind it up. What do you call that? 


INTERVIEWER: Crank it. 


biti Crank tt, ves. 


INTERVIEWER: I can vaguely remember that. 


REILLY: You didn't see that era because I was little myself. 


INTERVIEWER: No, no I mean I can remember the cars you used to have to 


crank up. 


REILLY: Yes, some of the drivers used to get broken arms. Later my 
uncle got a Stevens. We used to get a nice ride in that, but it was a 
real old timer. I just don't remember how long it was. I'd say maybe 


1914 or so. 
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INTERVIEWER: Do you remember anything about Joliet waterways? Weren't 


they divided at one time? 


REILLY: At one time the canal and the Des Plaines River had a bank 
between them, dividing them. And there was a dam on Jackson Street 
almost along the bridge. You just looked down on the north side of the 
bridge and you could see the dam there. And there was a power house 


right alongside the dam on the east side of the river. 


INTERVIEWER: Do you remember the year or around the time when they com- 


bined it to make it one? 


REILLY: I think it was right around the time of the Depression around 
1929 because my husband had a job there for a while and he got it 


through politics. It was the Republicans at that time. 
INTERVIEWER: Dad and the Republicans? That doesn't sound logical. 


REILLY: Well, it was a friend of ours that got him the job and it paid 
well so he worked there for a while, but the job didn't last too long. 
Then he really got going to work when they built the arsenal. He got in 
there when they were building it. Then he got in the laboratory after 


it was built. He worked there until the war was about over. 


INTERVIEWER: I remember seeing some pictures of early Joliet. Didn't 


ijt have some trains or railroads going right through town? 


REILLY: Yes, the Rock Island went across Jefferson Street and went 
through the sheriff's yard and through the courthouse yard to the rail- 
road station back of the courthouse. Oh, maybe a block or so in back 


of the courthouse. We often got on that train to go to Chicago or else 
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to Kansas when we went out to visit the relatives. And then they had 
another railroad station off of Cass Street back of the regular post 
office, but more toward Cass Street. You'd go in from downstairs but 


you had to go up some stairs to get on a train. 
INTERVIEWER: That wouldn't have been the Sante Fe, would it? 


REILLY: It might be the Sante Fe. The Chicago and Alton went along 
there, too, and I'm not positive about that. I think it's the Sante 


Fe, though. Finally they put them all together and made the Union Depot. 


INTERVIEWER: Once wasn't there a race track in Joliet at Ingalls Park? 


Do you remember anything about that? 


REILLY: I have a little recollection of it, but somebody told me the 
other day that there was one. They thought it was the fairgrounds on 
Second and Fourth and Rowell--around in there. I think they said that 
was about 1918, but I thoughtI remembered something about a fairgrounds 
or a racetrack or something later than that. I never was over in that 


neighborhood that much, so I don't know too much about it. 


INTERVIEWER: Is there anything else that you can recall, subjects that 


you think we could go into? 


REILLY: I was thinking about the city during sicknesses like contagious 
diseases. If you had the measles or smallpox or chickenpox or diptheria 
or scarlet fever, the Health Department always put a red sign up on your 
door and anybody that was going to work would have to get out. But the 

children had to stay home. My husband had to go and stay with my mother 


and father. A long time ago, perhpas around 1910, when a neighbor of 
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ours had smallpox they put a shed out in front of her house and a man 
stayed in there and watched that nobody went in or out of the house but 


the doctor. 
INTERVIEWER: Didn't Bill have scarlet fever? 


REILLY: Yes, he had scarlet fever around 1934. I think he was about 


four years old. 

INTERVIEWER; Was I born then? 

REILLY: No, you were born in August and he had scarlet fever in May. 
INTERVIEWER: Then they wouldn't let Dad in the house? 


REILLY: No, he stayed with my mother and dad. They had a lot of parades 
in Joliet in those days. When the circus would come to town there would 
always be a parade. They've stopped it now. I don't know why. I was 
also thinking about 1928 when Sousa was here. That was when the Joliet 
Township High School Band was winning all honors and at that time I think 
all the bands that were good in the nation came to Joliet and they had 
the contests and Sousa was one of the judges and we saw those bands and 


we saw Sousa and Joliet won the contest. 
INTERVIEWER: That was under the direction of Mr. McAllister, wasn't it? 


RELL LY yes. 


INTERVIEWER: He was famous in his own right as far as bands are con- 
cerned and I think it was mainly through him that we got the reputation 


of being the "City of Champions". 


REILLY: That and DeLaSalle High School's basketball teams. 
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INTERVIEWER: That's right. They did win two national titles, too, 


didn't they? What do you recall about them? 


REILLY: We saw them. We used to always go to basketball games. We 
were crazy about them and then we were lucky enough to be able to go to 
the championship games and see them win. That was a happy time for all 


OTRUS. 
INTERVIEWER: Wasn't your youngest brother almost on that team? 
REILLY: No, he was on the lightweights. 


INTERVIEWER: He was on the lightweights when they had the championship 


team? 
REIERY Ewes . 
INTERVIEWER: What year was that? Do you recall? 


REILLY: No, that is where I am bad remembering years. I just can't 


remember. 


INTERVIEWER: I was trying to because I happened to be in Joliet Catholic 
High not too long ago at an alumni meeting. I was looking at the pictures 
of Uncle Frank and I was trying to think of the year. It seems like 1932 
popped into my mind. I'm not sure. I know they had two national 


championships. 


REILLY: It could have been around that time. Another thing has come to 
mind. Quite a few people played the piano and popular songs were in 
demand. We had three five-and-ten-cent stores in Joliet and each had a 


music department with a woman in attendance who would play any music you 
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selected, she would also play all the Heer We went to Chicago at 
times and songs were sung as well as played at some of the stores. We'd 
stop to listen and usually bought some of the music we liked. "Memories’, 
"Moonlight and Roses", "Pretty Baby" were a few that I remember. Another 
thing we thoughtwas funny . . . we were in high school and the book The’ 
Shiek came out. I guess it was a little risque but I think it was very 
pure according to what things are nowadays. But anyway, we'd go over 

to the library and we'd ask the librarian for The Shiek and she was insulted 
and she'd tell us they don't keep that trash on the shelves. (LAUGHTER) 
So then the girls would take turns going into the library just for the 
fun of it and ask for The Shiek. That's quite a change from the way 


things are now. 


INTERVIEWER: I'm trying to recall. I remember you telling me something 
about in the wintertime . . . something about sleighs and horse-drawn 


sleighs that you used to ride. 


REILLY: When we were at St. Mary's School down on Eastern Avenue we'd 
get out of school and in those days there weren't, of course, any auto- 
mobiles or at least very few and everything was horse-drawn. So then they 
had sleds and they'd go past the school and we'd hop on the sled. They 
weren't covered. They were just low and nothing over it at all. The 
groceries would be in the’ back of the sled. So we'd stand on the runners 
and we'd ride up to Collins Street on it. They always let us do that. 
Then I was thinking of another thing. There was a Murphy's Grocery Store 
over on Jackson Street near the creek and Mr. and Mrs. Murphy ran it 

and they had a man whose name was Claus Johnson that worked there. Well, 


in the morning he'd come in his little horse-and-buggy to his customers 
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and he'd take the orders. Then in the afternoon he'd come in the wagon 
and bring the orders back to each customer. Men were paid once a month 
where they worked. It was just once a month that they would get their 
check. Well, that's when my mother would pay the grocery bill. So when 
Mr. Johnson came to take the order after payday my mother would pay the 
bill. So when he brought back the order in the afternoon there would 
always be a big bag of candy in there for us and we sure looked forward 


to that. 

INTERVIEWER: I can imagine. 

REILLY: Then The Steel Works Club was another place we used to go. 
INTERVIEWER: I was just going to ask you about that. 


REILLY: That was a lot of fun. The Steel Company put it up for their 
workers and my father worked at the "J" which belonged to the Steel 
Company so he could go there, too. They had a swimming pool and I'd 
gone there to take lessons on Ladies' Day;sand then they had showers and 
baths and,because nobody had plumbing in those days, the men went there 
for both a bath and shower. I can remember when they put the sewage and 
water through the streets. Then anyway, they had handball and a very 
nice library and they had billiard rooms. There was a large hall on the 
third floor. They had parties every once in a while for the children, 
and at Christmas there was always a party. The adults held dances and 


sometimes the young people. I saw a boxing exhibition there. 


INTERVIEWER: I can recall also, I don't know if they put them in later 


on or not, but I think they had three, maybe four bowling lanes. 
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REILLY: Maybe they did. 


INTERVIEWER: Later on I went to St. Stephen's Church. St. Stephen's 
Parish bought the Steel Works Club for church services and social gath- 
erings. It burned down in January, 1949. We only lived a couple of 


blocks from there. 


REILLY: We lived near the fire barn, too. About six o'clock in the 
evening we used to run up there when we were real young when we felt 
like it and watch the horses come out for practice. They'd ring the 
bell and then the horses would come running out. The harnesses were 
fastened to the ceiling some way and then the firemen would let the 

harnesses down over the horses. . . then what do they do with them. . 


buckle them up, I guess. 


INTERVIEWER: That barn, of course, has been closed for some time, but 


that must have been pretty darned old. 


REILLY: Yes, it must have been. I can remember when we were very young 
when they had horses. That's a long time ago. Then it was before that, 
so it's pretty old. Where Hartman's Field is now, there used to be 

two beautiful homes -- beautiful grass around there and trees. The 
homes were for officials of the steel company; the steel company used 

to be very big a long time ago. And then we nad our millionaire at that 
time, John Lambert, whose home is now Sonntag's and Wiley's Funeral 


Home on the corner of Herkimer and Benton Streets. 


INTERVIEWER: That reminds me. I can remember when we were younger -- 
we were going to Richards Street Field. There was some beautiful homes. 
They must have really been something. 
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REILLY: That's where a lot of the wealthy people lived. And Herkimer 


Street even down around where we lived, there were a lot. 


INTERVIEWER: I remember how we used to enjoy going over to Richards 
Street Field for some of the high school football games -- Catholic 
High and Joliet Township when they played there. I can remember the homes 


and they looked so beautiful even then. They were quite old at the time. 


REILLY: And there were beautiful streets there -- all kinds of trees. 

It was so pretty just walking down there to see the baseball games that 
they had there. I know Dad used to like soccer. He used to go to the 
soccer games and then we used to go down there and take a lunch on Fourth 
of July and then sit out in the grass and watch the fireworks. Later, 


when they got Inwood built, they started having the fireworks out there. 


INTERVIEWER: Two things I remember quite well about Grandfather was on 
Sunday afternoons he'd take me -- this was well before the war -- and 
he'd take me and we'd go down and watch different baseball teams, local 
teams. There were a lot of baseball teams in those days and a lot of 
real good ball players. And I also remember Grandpa and I listening to 
the Friday night fights on the radio. I was just wondering, when did 
radio come in big in this area? I remember in about '38 or '39 at least 


that we listened to the Friday night fights. I'll never forget that. 


REILLY: I think about 1935 or '36 we had our first radio. I think it 
was a Fried-Eismann. You don't hear of them anymore, but it was a good 


One in those days. 


INTERVIEWER: They used to have some real good radio programs. And an- 


other thing I can remember in the late '30's was the whole family getting 
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dressed up on a Friday night and going over to the Majestic Theater. 
You want to tell us a little bit about that? You remember much better 


than I do. 


REILLY: Well, a long time ago we used to call it the "Bug House." 
Later it was a Mr. Ethridge that got the theater and managed it and he 
cleaned it and painted it and fixed it up very nice, but it was during 
the Depression so everybody in the neighborhood used to go to that 
theater and he was real good and he'd only charge 10¢ and he seemed 
like he felt sorry for everybody because they didn't have much money. 
And we'd go there and it would be packed. We had to get there early or 
we wouldn't get a seat. So that's where we did have a little amusement 


once in a while during the Depression. 


INTERVIEWER: I can remember on Saturday afternoons it was strictly for 
children, and we'd go down there for a nickel and see about two movies 
and a serial and a comedy, and that was really something. We're running 
a little short on the tape now, but at the particular time that we're 
talking about, we used to live at 567 Irving Street which was right next 
to the Spring Creek. We had a few experiences with Spring Creek and 


maybe we could mention them. 


REILLY: Well, the creek just overflowed after a real heavy rain. The 
one time. . . was it September the 6th it started to rain and then the 


7th it was still raining and then it started overflowing? 


INTERVIEWER: In September 6 and 7 of 1942 and that was a bad one -- that 


was a real bad one. 
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INTERVIEWER: It said it was 1942. 


REILLY: The whole basement was just full of water -- running in one win- 
dow and out another. It was up over about the third or fourth step. We 
were afraid we were going to have to get out. And it was an awful thing 
to see all that water all over the street -- just nothing but water. 

Then later when it went down, it was terrible. . . you just can't imag- 
ine how awful it was trying to clean it. You couldn't stand up, it was 


so slippery. 
INTERVIEWER: It was like slime, wasn't it? 


REILLY: Yes, it was awful. I nearly fell a number of times, and I'd 
hate to fall in that mess. Trying to clean it out, that was just awful. 
And then we had another flood, too. I just don't remember when that one 


was. 


INTERVIEWER: I'm trying to recall the year, too; and in fact, I tried 
to find some information about it. Evidently that one wasn't as bad as 


the one in 1942. 
REILLY: No, this one was the worst one. 


INTERVIEWER: I know we were real smali. . . I'd say the year was 1938 
or 1939, but one of those two years. But I can remember we opened the 
window, and you got frightened that we might fall out into the creek 
because we were literally right next to the creek -- no more than four 
feet from the edge of the creek at our bedroom window. And you couldn't 
tell where the water began or where the creek began and where it ended, 
it was up so high. I can remember you were out on the front porch there. 


How bad the basement was that particular one I really don't recall, but 
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I imagine it was just about as bad as the other one. But the one in 
1942 I do remember, the trench that was in the back in the alley between 
Liberty Street and Irving, but the water just dug a regular trench. It 
must have been almost four feet deep. Now we're running fairly close to 
the end of this. Is there anything else that you would like to mention 


or recall that we overlooked? 


REILLY: I do remember Jerry Mahoney's Grocery Store down on the corner 
of Chicago and Cass Streets where Kline's is now located. And when we 
were young, Mr. and Mrs. Mahoney were operating a grocery store there 
and you had to step up on the boardwalks to enter. It was almost like a 
little porch. I remember Mrs. Mahoney when she didn't have to work -- 
She'd sit out in front for a little while in her rocking chair. Then 
later they leased the land. I think they still own that land because 

I read in the paper where they leased it for 99 years to L.F. Beach and 
Company, and they built a beautiful store there, but they couldn't keep 
it up. Just then the Depression was started and Goldblatt's bought them 


out. Now Kline's is there. 


INTERVIEWER: I'm going to go back again. I guess maybe we're jumping 
around a little bit, but troughs they had out front for the horses to 


Ontnkafromte; uhe4 
REILLY: I think I mentioned that. 
INTERVIEWER: Did you mention something about the fish being in them? 


REILLY: Oh, I didn't say something about the fish, but somebody had put 
some large fish in one on Collins Street and I was awful worried for 


fear the fish was going to get down the poor horse's throat. Then talk- 
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ing about some older buildings, 1 don't hear people remark about these 
too much -- There was a Earle's Candy Kitchen on Cass Street, on the 
north side of Cass Street, only a few doors from Chicago Street. Mr. and 
Mrs. Earle run the place and they had very good candy, especially taffy. 
They'd have great big pans of taffy; there would be vanilla, strawberry, 
molasses, and chocolate. So, if you wanted some candy, you went in 
there and told them you wanted five or ten cents' worth. She had a little 
hammer there, and she'd knock a piece off of the candy in the pan. And 
she'd hold that little piece in her hand, and she'd bat it with the ham- 
mer until it was mouth-size pieces and put it in the sack and you were 
all ready for the show or walk home and eat candy. And some of our 
friends -- I don't know if they really liked it or not -- would stop at 
Lamb's Grocery Store on Cass Street and buy a dill pickle for a nickel. 
They had a big barrel with the brine in it, and the kids would reach 
down there and select the pickle and away they'd go. And then, let me 
see -- there was Gorman's Store across the street from the Courthouse. 
They just had produce there, but they had about anything that you could 
ever want. And they were very busy. They also, I think, sold oysters 
and fruit, and gormet foods. They'd been there for as long as I can re- 
member, just like the Spot Cash which was down on the corner where the 
Boston Store used to be on Jefferson and Ottawa Streets. I remember 
going in there sometime to buy things for my mother and I was only in 
about fifth grade then. I went to the academy at that time. Then I 
would go over there and get what she would want. They used to have saw- 
dust all over the floors. You'd walk through that to buy what you 
wanted, but it was easy for them to sweep out, I suppose, with that saw- 


dust there. It would pick up any of the dirt or grease or anything. 
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They had meat and groceries and I believe they had fruit, but then 
Gorman's was just up a little ways and:an awful lot of people went there. 


They had a good store. 


INTERVIEWER: I vaguely remember being up there with Dad at the Hub 


Bowling Alley. Was that the correct name, the Hub? 


REILLY: I don't know. There was a bowling alley up over where Lewis’ 


Store is, but I don't remember the name of it. 


INTERVIEWER: And it burned down, and I think they called it The Hub. I 
remember one or two Sundays because Dad used to love bowling. He took 
me up there and he'd buy me a comic book and I'd sit there and read the 
comic book while Dad would bowl for a couple of games. I remember that 
burned. Do you remember exactly where that was? It was downtown 


Chicago Street. 
REILLY: I think it was over Lewis' Store, but not right at the corner. 


INTERVIEWER: I think there was an alleyway between that and another 


building. 


REILLY: No, I think it was over the south part of Lewis‘ Store. There 
was a bank there and then I think there was the bowling alley. It used 
to be the Joliet National Bank, I think, and then there was a bowling 
alley. I know Bill one time had his name up there for getting a perfect 


score. 
INTERVIEWER: Did he bowl a 300 game? 
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INTERVIEWER: I didn't know he did that! My goodness! 
REILLY: He was quite proud of it. 


INTERVIEWER: I know he was a pretty good bowler, but I didn't know he 


did that good. I don't blame him for being proud. 


REILLY: I don't know, I think you've got just about everything I can 
think of. 


- INTERVIEWER: There's one or two things I'm going to throw at you. May- 
be you can help me remember. I remember the skating rink they had in 


downtown Joliet. 
REILLY: Roller skating? 


-INTERVIEWER: Roller skating. And that burned down. That used to be 


when we were in grade school. 


REILLY: I don't remember that. I never did go to a skating rink. We 


always skated out on the street or the sidewalk. 


INTERVIEWER: I was trying to recall the name of it, but it was so long 
ago I can't remember it myself. It was right downtown in Joliet right 


where Walgreen's is at now. It used to be Woolworth's at one time. 
REILLY: I just don't remember. I'm just completely blank there. 


INTERVIEWER: Well, anyway there was one there at one time and it did 
burn down if I'm not mistaken. . . (PAUSE) Mother, it seems to me 
that I recall hearing you mention about some people that were flagpole 


sitters or dancers or something. 
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REILLY: They weren't flagpole sitters, but they were dancers and it was 
on top of the flagpole at Goldblatt's. I was downtown one day passing 
St. Mary's Church and I could see right over on the top of Goldblatt's 
and I Saw a young man and a young woman and one of them was climbing up 
the pole so I stood and watched. And the girl sat on top of the platform 
which was only probably two feet wide. I wondered how in the name of 
heavens that boy was going to get on it -- how there would be room for 
the two of them without knocking each other down when he was trying to 
climb up on the platform. Then the girl sat down on the platform and he 
got up and then both managed to stand up and start dancing up there. 
Then she sat down and he sat down, and then he climbed down and then she 


did. 
INTERVIEWER: How long were they dancing up there, approximately? 


REILLY: I'd say maybe ten minutes. Yes, it was quite a long time. And 
I don't know why, but I think that was around the time that Goldblatt's 
was opening up and it might have been an advertising stunt. I don't know 
just why. I just happened to come along on it. There are a couple of 
more things I am thinking about. I don't know if you remember anything 
about the umbrella man. He used to come around. . . he just walked 
through the streets. Nobody knew who he was and he had a bell in his 
hand, and he had some kind of wooden frame thing on his back and he'd 
ring the bell and if anybody wanted an umbrella fixed, they went out and 
called him and stick it in the frame on his back, you know. I never 
ever saw him write a name down or who the umbrella belonged to and he 
never give a receipt for the umbrella; but he'd come back in a month or 


so and you'd get your umbrella. I never ever heard of anybody that 
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didn't get it. And then there was the monkey and the man who had the 
Organ-grinder. Every so often they'd be around. You'd see them downtown 
or they might even be over in our neighborhood around Collins Street. 

The man would play the organ -- it was like a grinder -- and then the 
monkey would go around. He hada little red hat on and he had a suit 

on and medchold the hat out and people would put a nickel or a dime or 


something in it, and that used to be rather popular. 


INTERVIEWER: I think I only recall seeing an organ-grinder once in my 
life. I think it was up in Chicago. I never remember seeing one in 


Joliet. 


REILLY: Yes, they used to come around, not regular, but every so often 


we'd see them. 


INTERVIEWER: There's one thing before we get to that, I happened to 
think of before, and it's not really anything pertaining to history, but 
I remember it was after the Depression. Of course, I couldn't remember 
during the Depression -- around 1938, '39, 1940, there was quite a few, 
I don't know if you'd call them bums, or tramps, that used to come to 
the door and beg for meals. I don't recall ever seeing you or Grand- 
mother ever turn them down. They'd sit on the back porch and you got 


them a meal. Do you remember that? 
REILLY: Oh, yes. 


INTERVIEWER: And what was the reason for so many tramps at the time? 
Was it because of the Depression, or men who fell out of society and just 


gave up trying to earn a job or what? 
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REILLY; I don't know. There was a place they used to call the Hobo 
Camp. . . And then also Pete McCarthy, he'd give them a night's sleep and 
then I think they came from there, and they'd go around to the houses 

and try to get something to eat. And then also this Hobo Camp. They'd 


go around and try to get something to eat. 


INTERVIEWER: The funny thing about it, though, I can't recall ever hear- 
ing of them ever doing anything wrong to people. I remember one man 
especial ly that you fed him and he was so polite in the way he laid the 
utensils down and everything so neat. He thanked you and walked away. 

I can remember a few of them. I was just wondering if they were a product 


of that particular time. 


REILLY: Oh, no. As long as I can remember there were men that came 


around to be fed. 
INTERVIEWER: You don't see that much anymore. 
REILLY: No, I never see them anymore. 


INTERVIEWER: I can recall when I was a child maybe ten or eleven years 
old. I just wanted to mention that one particular point. You want to 


mention something? 


REILLY: Of course, I told you about the high sidewalks which was an 
accommodation for the people getting out of the wagons and buggies, but 

it had its comic side, too, because one time my aunt and my mother and I 
were going along and a man was stepping up onto the sidewalk, and in those 
days everybody had animals they could keep. And a goat came along and 


he boosted the man right up on the sidewalk. /Laughter/ 
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INTERVIEWER: He wanted to get up there. I guess the goat was just accom- 
modating him. Well, I think our hour is very rapidly coming to a close. 


Is there anything else that you would like to add to our discussion? 


REILLY: In looking over the material we have talked about concerning 
early 1900 I would like to mention the antiseptic in common use when we 
were children. It was carbolic acid. When any of us got a cut or abra- 
sion, etc., our mother would climb on a chair to the top shelf to get a 
can with a tight cover. This (can) contained the carbolic acid. She 
would put a drop or two into a basin of warm water and we'd soak the in- 
jured part for a while. Since carbolic acid is poison, it was necessary 
to keep it out of reach of children. I remember several cases of chil- 
dren drinking it accidentally and dying. Then iodine came into use and 
other antiseptics followed. You asked me when and why Dellwood Park 
closed. The park belonged to the Chicago and Joliet Suburban Railway, 
who bought it from a Lockport family named Sears, who got it from a 

Van Buren family, original owners. The railway company thought a park 
would add to their revenue, and it did. Large numbers of Chicago firms 
held their picnics there as did Chicago families and, of course, from 
Joliet and Lockport and other nearby places. After World War I, people 
were buying cars and not using the railway. Finally, they went out of 
business. The park was closed for some time and then the City of Lock- 
port bought it and still owns it. During March, 1917, the park was 
taken over by the 131st Infantry of the 33rd Division, called "The 
Dandy First." A large number of Joliet boys belonged to this company. 


They went overseas; a great number never returned. 


INTERVIEWER: Our time is just about up and I really enjoyed it, and I'm 


sorry maybe I could have asked a little better questions, but I think 
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we do have a lot of material here and 1] appreciate taking your time out 


helping me with it, Mother. 
Rely yes; 1c. Was. TUN. 


INTERVIEWER: I hope they enjoy it as much as I enjoyed talking to you. 


REILLY: Thank you. 


INTERVIEWER: Thank you, Mother. This is Kenneth Reilly from Joliet 


Junior College Oral History Program signing off, and thank you very much. 
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Barrett's fire, 8 Colorado, 18 
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teams, 23 cops and robbers, 7 
Beach, L.F., Company, 31] Courthouse, 21 
Benton Street, 2/7 crystal (radio) sets, 19 
billiard rooms, 26 Urystaleotams tire, 8, 9 
Blackhawk St., Chicago, 6 Crystal Stairs Theater, 9 
blacksmiths, 18 Cubs, (Chicago), 15 
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Boston Store, 32 (The) Dandy First, 38 
Boston Store fire, 8 D'Arcy Building, 9 
bowling lanes, 26, 33 De LaSalle High School, 23 
Broadway, Joliet, 15 Dellwood Park, 7, 14-16, 38 
brown bread, 11,12 Denver, CO, 18 
brown flour, 11, 12 Depression, 18-19, 21, 29, 31, 36 
Buckeye, Garland, basebal] Des Plaines River, 21 
player, 15 diptheria, 22 
beer alOret! 1,16, 17 GVdat us ais 
Buffalo Bill's grave, 18 
("The) Bug House," (theater), Earle'sCandy Kitchen, 32 
29 . Eastern Avenue, 25 
bums, (hobos), 36 entertainment, 7 
Burke, Billie, actress, 10 employment, 14, 18-19-21 
business (commercial) courses, Ethridge, Mr., 29 
5, 9 Eva (of Uncle Toms's Cabin") ,10 
| explosion, 8 
Co BDOYSs. 6 Express Company, 6 
canal, 2] 
candy, 32 fairgrounds, 22 
carbolic acid, 38 Farnum, Wm., 10 
carnivals, 10 four | 
Gaeeeotreet. o,.17, 22, 31, 32 fire barn (#1): 113" 28% 
Catholic High, 28 fires, 8 
Chaplin, Charlie, actor, 10 fireworks, 7, 28 
Chase Avenue, 5 Meri rscepiyisi0n, Big Red»! of 
Pieced mores. 19, 21, 25, 38 World War I, 18 
Chicago & Alton Railroad, 22 five-and ten-cent stores, 24 
Chicago & Joliet Suburban flagpole dancers, 34-35 
Railway Company, 16, 38 : fio0d of 1902, 6; of. 1942, 29-30 
Chicago fire, 6, 6 flour, brown, white, 1] 
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games, 7 Ladies Day, 26 
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Goldblatt's, 31, 35 Lambert, John, 27 
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grandparents, 5, 11,16,28,36 Lemont, 5-6, 14, 16 
Lemont Observer, 16 
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Health Department, 22 Lewis' Store, 33 
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hobo camp, 37 
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Hoover, Herbert, 1] McAllister, Mr., Band Director, 23 
"Hooverizing,' 11 McCarthy, Peter, 36 
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horse-drawn sleigh, 25 measles, 22 
Hub, The, 33 medicine shows, 7-8 
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Meyer, John, 5,18,22,23 
Ingalls Park, 22 Meyer, (brother) Mike, 20 
infantry, 31St, of the 33rd Meyer, Nettie Schroll, 5 
Division, 38 Meyer, Theresa, E. 5 
Irving Street, 29, 31 Meyer, William, 5,24,28,33-34 
Mike, the medicine man, 8 
ry) gtne, 6,18,26 Mix, Tom, 10 
- Jackson Street, 25 monkey, 36 
Jackson Street Dam, 21 "Moonlight and Roses,", 25 
Jefferson Street, 32 movies, old, 9, 10 
Johnson, Claus, 25 Murphy's Grocery Store, 25 
Joliet, 7,12-17,19,21-23,36,38 
Joliet Herald, 11 New York City, 15 
Joliet Herald-News11 Norman, Mabel, 10 
Joliet Junior College, 5 
Joliet National Bank, 33 "Old Baldy," 20 
Joliet News, 11 organ, 36 
Joliet Opera House, 10 organ-grinder, 36 
Joliet parochial grade school Ottawa Street, 11, 17, 32 
system, 5 
Joliet Record, 1] parade, 13,23 
Joliet Republican, 11 parents, 5-6, 11,18-19,22-24,32 
Joliet Signal, 1] 34-35, 37 
Joliet Sun, 11 Parks School, 19 
Joliet Township High School, 23,28 Pawnee Bill, 17 
Juliet Courier,11 "Peck's Bad Boy," 10 
ehatsereBillye 13 piano, 24 
Kansas, 22 picnie(s)., /, 16, 19 
Kansas, Greenleaf, 6 plumbing, 26 


Kline's 31 "Pretty Baby," (song), 25 


- . 
7 ee 


as ed 2 

e ‘quiche 24 b 
eS aol Podhon'y 
St .otet? waco 2 mel 
. at Of .3-2 Some) 
aft a vige dO nome J 
sise2oiornw , 19994 “ones 

Gi 2 IO 

- ake.’ btwed 


,toante ¥o"r8t i.) 


as 
Pd ¢ % 
Pt gr tOQNIOJ 
+ hae a) yi Tay 
« ny 
P if 
» Lf 
‘ mai 
f 
3 M 
i an] 4 
P \ | 
wea 
i : 
Noy SI 
‘ | 
5 : {+3 M 
. ; ai a 25 - 
‘ 
1 
non 
A 
of | f 
t ' 
: 
i 
; 4 
s 13 »| : 
c 
{ .obetsd 
A . -T 
: ‘ ‘ '6q 
Of ot On 4g Sh! i 
r | * e- 
: P & 4 itwe4 
i wy hU4 i si 
Of ". yor bsd 2'Ao94 


dS .onsig 

Or .dt.,\..(2)atnara 

= SS ,pnidmig 

- aS ,(onoe) ",vded voserd” 


aes att 


ft ,drvediel .3 ee 

iP" oes ts ¥Qore 

CC. aehS! , vcoud-bas-s270 

46 iprel2 awsib-s27gh 
et SAT, dit 


> wel (A gett twos < 


$$ wercerias: 
bee sik FO , dele WG 
So ,nolatvid | 
fe os down 2 only 


aS.8f.a .oAgy % 

et ,d907d2 nozioat 

‘Ss .msd goose ne 

SE .foo0t2 noe 

25 ,2uelo ,foen 

se DE -ES-TS OT VE-SEVS <3 fk 

f bf{sie sof 

t Towel ht soll atts 

2 .awellod Yornul sar 9 

cé det Ferotret totfo 

‘t ,2wor sotto 

| .s2zuol sxag@ Ionia 

foorlng sbeve (at downy JR 
) & .madeye 

if maos8 

rf Bpea cr af 9th 

Tv + AU 'é Jar : 
li «fe 3¢ 


(= 


eS.¢$ . (edie are qinan 


Princess Theater, 10 
Providence High School, 
Pullman Building, 5 


Senos ity, 


race track, 22 
Fagio,, 19, 25 
Yaumroads;.21,, 33 
railroad station, 21, 22 
"Red Light," game, 7 
Bice | 
Richards Street (picnics), 7 
Richards Street Field, 27,28 
Reilly, Kenneth, 5 
Reilly, Theresa, (Mrs. Wm.), 5 
Reilly, William J., 5 
Republicans, 21 
Ravaies Park s.15°... 

Rock Island Railroad, 21 
Roland, Ruth, (actress), 10 
Rowell Avenue, 22 ; 
"Run, Sheep, Run,’ 


game, 7 


sailors, 13 

St. Mary's Academy, 8-9,17,25,32 
Seeenarys (Church), 11; 35 
St. Mary's Recotry, 12 

St. Stephen's Church, 27 
Santa Fe Railroad, 22 
scarlet fever, 22, 23 
scenic railway, 16 

Sears Family, the, 38 
Second Avenue, 22 

serials (movie), 10, 29 
Shiek, The, (book), 25 
Sisters of Providence, 9 
skating (roller), 7, 16; rink,34 
sleighs, 25 

smallpox, 22, 23 

soccer, 7; games, 28 
soldiers, 13 

Sonntag-Willey Funeral Home, 27 
Spot Cash Store, 32 

Sousa, John Philip, 23 
Spring Creek, 29,30 
"Statue", (game), 7 

Steel Works Club, 26,27 
Stevens Automobile, 20 
stonemason, 5 

streetcar(s), 14-16 
Streetcar company, 16 
Strutzel's Garage fire, 8 
Stryker Avenue, 5 

Sugar, 11 | 

Sweet, Hattie, 16 

Swimming pool, 26 


tunnel, 16 


telephones, Deke 
Texas Company, 2 


' theater(s), 9, 29 


Theiler's Park, 15 

Lol isaa | 

tramps, (hobos), 36 
troughs, watering, 13, 3] 
True Democrat, I] 


umbrella man, 35 

Uncle, Frank, 24; Mike, 20 
sUnclemtonseGabins 10 
Union Depot, 22 


Van Buren Family, 38 


WPA, 19 

wagon, 26, 37 

Walgreen's, 34 

waterways, Joliet, 2] 

white flour, 11] 

White, Pearl, (actress), 10 
(White) Sox, 15 
Woolworth's, 34 

WOrtdiwa Lego. 13.16, 35 
World War II, 13 


Yankees, New York, 15 


Ziegfield, Florence, 10 
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